


Perhaps the most unique 
element of the Markay Theatre 
is the series of six bas-relief 
sculptures.

The Markay was built locally in 
1930 in the Art Deco style and op-
erated locally for the first ten years. 
In 1940, it was sold to the Chakeres 
chain of movie houses. Mr. Chak-
eres personally came to see the the-

atre to determine how to put his 
“stamp” on the building.

According to the August 23, 
1940 Jackson Herald,  extensive 

remodeling and redecorating of the 
auditorium was part of the plan to 

beautify the building.

The article notes that “in 
charge of the work is Frank 
Boerder, noted theatre painter 

of Indianapolis, Indiana, who is be-
ing assisted by local carpenters and 
painters. Boerder has just complet-
ed work on a number of Warner 
Bros. houses and is familiar with 
the newest ideas in theatre art.” 
(thanks to Robert Ervin for his research)

Southern Hills Arts Council 
has taken on the task of renovat-
ing the Art Deco architectural 
jewel known as The Markay  on 
Jackson’s Main Street. The goal is 
to preserve the feel of the building 

so many generations have en-
joyed, while transforming it into 
a state of the art performing arts 
center for many generations to 
come.

A “bas relief” is a relief sculp-
ture in which the figures project 
slightly from the background. 
One of our first endeavors was 
to save the priceless bas reliefs 
that hung on the Markay’s walls. 



The late Fern Crabtree Lemon 
was a Jackson High Senior that 
year and worked at the Markay 
weekends as a relief cashier. She 
recalled “mostly cosmetic changes” 
with “no big construction or up-
heaval that would require closing 
the doors to the movie-goers.”

Painting and redecorating, she re-
membered was done “in off hours.”

One day, Fern walked in to find 
that “Mr. Chakeres himself (with a 
heavy Greek accent) was showing a 
man around the hall. The man start-
ed pointing at me, making me think 
I had some dirt on my face. 

At the time I had very long hair 
which I wore in a page boy style across 
my back and shoulders. Turned out 
he wanted to sketch my hair. He did 
several poses - one with an apple 
basket on my arm; me holding the 
hands of a rake; some with a 3 cor-
nered scarf tied under my chin.”

When the bas-reliefs were mount-
ed, Mrs. Lemon “didn’t even make 
the connection” until the manager 
“asked me how I liked my image on 
the wall. I didn’t think it looked like 
me at all. But my brothers teased me 
about it, I remember.”



This first hand account confirms 
that the bas-reliefs were created spe-
cifically for Jackson County. In fact, 
they are a mini-history lesson as 
they tell us what people did in the 
area at the time. The men were coal 
miners, railroaders, foundry men, 
and farmers. The women worked in 
the vegetable gardens and helped in 
the orchards.

In addition to their historical im-
portance, these bas-reliefs are artisti-
cally important as they are splendid 
examples of the kind of art work 
created during the Works Public 
Administration (WPA) when the 
government put artists to work dur-
ing the Great Depression.



But perhaps the most important reason to 
save these six grand bas-reliefs is the emotional 
impact they had on everyone who entered the 
darkened theatre and was riveted by these larg-
er-than-life, brilliantly lit figures. Talk to any-
one today about the Markay’s past and the bas-
reliefs are the first thing they want to discuss.

When Southern Hills first undertook the task 
of renovating the Markay, in the fall of 1996, 
it was clear that we had to find a way to save 
the bas-reliefs or recreate them. After years of 
searching and exploring a wide range of op-
tions, we were steered by the Decorative Arts 
Center of Ohio, to Laurie Booth of Midwest 
Conservation Services, Inc.

Booth arrived to evaluate the situation and laid 
out a possible solution for us. In the middle of 
2001, Southern Hills signed a contract with 
Laurie to stabilize, remove to her premises, and 

repair the six bas-reliefs.

This was no mean feat as these beau-
ties had suffered from damage over the 

years. They were molded of a fibrous 
material, perhaps the very earliest 
form of Cellutex. When the roof 
began to rot and water poured 
down the walls of the Markay, the 
results were not pretty. The worst 

of the damage occurred to the woman 
carrying a basket of apples. By the time 

Southern Hills arrived on the scene, her head 
had disappeared and she was gone from 

the knees down.



When the three woman conser-
vation team arrived, they set up scaf-
folding to get to each piece. They 
began by using a hand held vacuum 
to remove surface debris.

Glycine sheets were taped around 
the figures, then workers dampened 
sheets of rice paper and laid  them 
over the surface of each figure. 

Once those dried, crew members 
used a 4” soft bristle brush to gently 
apply a water soluble glue. When it 
dried, the figures were stabilized.

The next trick was to get them off 
the walls. Not knowing how they 
had been attached, workers used a 
thin, flat bladed saw to gently re-
lease the figures which were carefully 
lowered to the ground and placed 

on “stretchers” that had been 
made of lath and bubble wrap.

Laurie and crew went back to the 
studio and set to work. 

 
The results are SPECTACULAR.



These six bas-reliefs will be remounted 
as the next to last step in the Auditorium’s 
Renovation. Blocking is in place to hold 
them. The wiring has been installed. Two 
of the original sconces have been saved 
and will be reproduced and put under-
neath to mask the light source.

Meanwhile, the six figures are in climate 
controlled storage at Midwest Conser-
vation Services under Laurie Booth’s 
watchful eye. She will oversee their re-
mounting and we will all applaud their 
triumphant return to a position of 
prominence not just in the Markay 
but in the community.

(If you would like to have your own copy of 
these bas-reliefs, Southern Hills, with the as-
sistance of Bob Eisnaugle, has made a series 
of ornaments. All proceeds go directly into 
the Renovation Fund.)



Why  bother  to  
renovate  the  Auditorium?

         he Markay is a critical piece of Jackson history from the time 
before TV, when movies were king. Its Art Deco architecture and 
style from days past make it the jewel of the block. Bas-reliefs from 
1940 tell Jackson’s story, showing the daily lives of its residents. 
Expertly restored to their former glory, they will once again sparkle 
on the auditorium’s walls.

At last, Jackson County will have a public space in which to ex-
perience the thrill of live theatre with actors intimate enough you 
will hear every whisper, live dance so close you count the danc-
ers’ toes, and live music so near you will feel each vibration. The 
Markay will also feature classic films, bringing the great movies 
from dusty memory to the big screen.

County residents will have a public place in which to gather for 
meetings, assemblies, and training sessions. With satellite hook-
up, we’ll host interactive distance conferences.

As we showcase the arts today, we will build a legacy for our chil-
dren and their children. We will throw open the doors to new 
worlds of adventures in the arts that we can enjoy from our seats 
in the audience or onstage ourselves.

A completed Markay Cultural Arts Center will be part of the region’s 
economic development package. Industry cares about quality of 
life issues. The arts are integral to a full, rich life. Performing arts 
will draw folks from other areas to us. A multiplier effect will be 
felt as theatre-goers buy gas, eat dinner, spend the night or shop.

All tax-deductible contributions to this wonderful project can be 
sent to Southern Hills Arts Council, Box 149, Jackson, Ohio 45640.

Questions?? Just call 740-286-6355, email us at art@shacmarkay.com 
or visit www.markayjackson.org We’re eager to hear from you.


